
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Principals’ News 
 
We would like to thank all those who planned a fun and 

successful PTA Halloween Party on October 30th.  The support 

of our community for this event was tremendous and a 

wonderful time was had by all!       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairview will host its fall 

conference day on November 

5th from 12-8 pm.  We look 

forward to this opportunity for 

you to discuss your child’s 

progress with their teacher(s) thus far in the school year.  Here 

are some tips that will be useful to parents when meeting with 

the teacher at our Parent/Teacher Conferences:  

 

 Be on time. Many parents are scheduled to meet with 

the teacher in a short period of time. 

 Be prepared. Organize a list of questions you  

might want to ask. 

 Go into the conference with an open mind.  

 Be willing to discuss your concerns. Any  

problems that exist can only be resolved when  

they are dealt with openly. 

 If you don’t understand, ask. Listen. The  

person facing you wants the best for your child  

too. 

 Feel free to take notes. This will help in any  

misunderstanding that might arise. 

 Deal with the facts, not what you might have  

heard. Remember, the number one goal of a  

parent/teacher conference is to increase your  

child’s success in school. 

PowerSchool Information 

PowerSchool allows parents/guardians to update demographic 

information whenever that becomes necessary.  We are finding 

that many accounts have outdated phone numbers and email 

addresses.  It is essential that you let us know when you have a 

change in this information so we might reach you when 

needed.  Also, many times we attempt to leave a message and 

the voice mailbox is full.  It is helpful for you to periodically 

empty your voicemail so we may have space to leave you a 

message for why you have been called.  If you are uncertain on 

how to update your information, send your new contact 

numbers/addresses to the office and we will update this for 

you. 

Thanksgiving Traditions 
The Fairview 

community is such a 

diverse neighborhood, 

we thought it would be 

interesting to take note 

of just a sampling of 

other agriculturally-

based festivals from 

around the world: 

Canadian 

Thanksgiving 

Our neighbors to the north actually celebrated Thanksgiving 

before Pilgrims even landed in Plymouth, 

Mass. When explorer Martin Frosbisher arrived in 

Newfoundland, Canada, in 1578, he celebrated with a small 

feast to give thanks for his safe arrival to the New World, an 

event that is now commemorated by contemporary Canadians 

on the second Monday of October. The earlier date is due to 

the fact that Canada's Thanksgiving is more aligned with 
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http://www.travbuddy.com/blog/archives/226-Thanksgiving-Traditions-Around-the-World.html
http://www.travbuddy.com/blog/archives/226-Thanksgiving-Traditions-Around-the-World.html
http://www.kidzworld.com/article/2614-canadian-thanksgiving


European harvest festivals, which traditionally occur in 

October. In addition, Canada is farther north, which means its 

harvest season ends earlier than America's. But, besides the 

date, the celebrations are largely the same, with families 

gathering around tables piled high with turkey, stuffing, and 

pies. 

China's Mid-Autumn Moon Festival 
Like the American Thanksgiving, China's Mid-Autumn Moon 

Festival is a time for family and loved ones to celebrate the end 

of the harvest season with a giant feast. It is one of the most 

celebrated Chinese holidays, and is held on the 15th day of 

the 8th lunar month, around September or October on the 

Gregorian calendar. According to legend, the moon is at its 

brightest and roundest on this day, and may inspire rekindled 

friendship or romance. The festival's traditional food is 

the mooncake, a flaky pastry stuffed with either sweet or 

savory filling.  

Korea's Chuseok 
This day of thanks in late September and early October is one 

of Korea's three major holidays. It's a time for families to share 

food and stories, and pay respects to their ancestors. Along 

with a sprawling feast made from the fresh harvest, the main 

traditional dish is Songpyeon — glutinous rice kneaded into 

little cakes and filled with red beans, chestnuts, or other 

ingredients. The feast is laid out in honor of the deceased, and 

the family is allowed to dig into the tasty bounty only after a 

memorial service and, usually, a trip to the graveyard. But the 

three-day celebration isn't just about food and death. Other 

organized activities include dancing, wrestling, and dressing in 

traditional costumes. 

Liberian Thanksgiving 
The Liberian Thanksgiving takes its inspiration directly from 

the American version, which isn't surprising given that Liberia 

was founded in the 19th century by freed slaves from the 

U.S. They brought with them many of the customs they 

learned in the New World, including Thanksgiving, though 

they eat mashed cassavas instead of mashed potatoes, and jazz 

up their poultry with a little spice. The Liberian Thanksgiving 

is celebrated on the first Thursday in November. 

Ghana's Homowo Festival 
This yam harvest celebration in Accra, a coastal region of 

Ghana, is meant to commemorate a period of famine in the Ga 

people's history. The word "homowo" means "hooted at 

hunger," which is what their ancestors did in the face of 

famine, before getting to work cultivating the land for food. 

Today, the festival occurs around harvest time 

between May and August. During the harvest, women dig up 

the yams, the country's staple crop, saving the best for the 

festival dinner. The yams and food are blessed by local chiefs, 

and the celebration ends with a giant feast that is often 

complemented by dancing, singing, and drum-playing. 

The Jewish Feast of the Tabernacles 
Sukkot is the third of the Jewish pilgrimage festivals, 

following Passover and Shavuot. All three mark different 

stages of the harvest, with Sukkot signifying its end. It is 

traditionally celebrated outside the home in makeshift huts, a 

symbolic reminder of the temporary dwellings Israelites 

inhabited during their journey across the desert. 

-Article from  

http://theweek.com/articles/470325/6-thanksgiving-

celebrations-around-world 

 

 

Kids and Technology 
Middle school parents were reminded to regularly check-in on 

their child’s social media interactions in an earlier 

communication.  In addition to that continuing recommendation, 

you are encouraged to check the browsing history for each web 

browser installed on your home 

computer(s).  Maintaining this level 

of supervision over your child’s 

computing is a way to keep them safe and 

their interactions appropriate while working on-line.  Popular 

social media websites include Vine (vine.com), Instagram 

(instagram.com), and Snapchat (www.snapchat.com).  It is also 

important to consider that many of these sites have age 

minimums; your child might be too young to have an account 

per the guidelines of the website.   For more resources, consult 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/. 
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After reviewing several new potential services, Fairview has 

implemented new web content filtering through GoGuardian.  

The structure for this version of content filtering allows us to 

prevent students from reaching whole categories of websites 

that are unrelated to the academic mission of one-to-one 

Chromebook computing.  Teachers have the ability to enable 

websites that have school-related value, but may be blocked 

because of the more dynamic nature of GoGuardian.  The rules 

governing what students have access to will also follow 

devices home.  Middle school students are regularly reminded 

the Chromebooks are for their schoolwork, while gaming and 

social media should be conducted on a personal device.  We 

know that this new platform will better enable us to keep kids 

from unwanted content and focus on the core mission of one-

to-one computing. 

 

Winter Weather Updates 
 

Finally, with winter weather approaching, Fairview will use 

several electronic means to notify the 

community of school closures should the 

weather dictate.  Sources will include 

mass phone communications, Twitter, 

and postings on the Fairview website  

(www.fairview.k12.il.us)  

and Emergency Closing Center 

(http://www.emergencyclosingcenter.com). 

 

We will do a community-wide test message of the 

PowerSchool alert system on December 1st at 7:00pm.  If you 

do not receive a phone call from the school, please contact us 

to verify the correct number after that test is conducted. 

 

 

We wish each Fairview family a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David L. Russo   Francisco Perez 

David Russo    Francisco Perez 

5-8 Principal   K-4 Principal 
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